Few lots are more deplorable than that of the soldier in French Africa. Forced by the tyranny of the conscription from his own fine country into one abounding in fever and other fatal disease, he finds himself engaged jn a description of warfare of the most harassing kind, in which success is accompanied with neither honour, emolument, or a temporary cessation ?f toil and suffering. We read that, when the French soldiers were aware that Ambrose Pare, and in later times the excellent Larrey, was on the field of battle they entered into the engagement with zeal and eagerness, well knowing that, in the event of casualty, ample provision for it was at hand. What must be the reflections of the poor fellows in Algeria, knowing as they do too well that their hospital accommodation is wretchedly defective in quantity and quality, and that hundreds and thousands of their sick comrades perish in consequence of this and of the hasty removals the nature of the warfare carried on submits them to. Dr. Casimir Broussais, it is true, in this paper says little of these things. High in office, and remaining for a year only in charge of one of the hospitals at Algiers, where possibly all that was required was found, he probably had neither the opportunity of observing the full extent of these disasters, or the desire of speaking truths of this kind, which are found to be so unpalatable to the authorities at home. Communications, however, received in France from medical officers, actively engaged in the perils of the campaign, dilate upon the dreadful hardships they and the men under their care are subjected to, and the callous indifference and neglect with which their representations are received. Never was waste of life more wanton and unjustifiable than in this insensate and futile attempt at the conquest of Algeria! In the mean time, however, we must not neglect any improvements in medical knowledge derivable from the consideration of these calamities: and we are paying the medical service of Algeria but a just compliment, when we say that it seems unanimously actuated by a fervid desire of benefiting the poor objects of its care and extending the bounds of medical science. Dr We need not follow the author through the details he enters upon according to the nature of the obstructing body. He relates some interesting cases in illustration of the length of time foreign bodies may have remained in the ear prior to extraction. In two of these they excited more or less ptyalism, and in one lachrymation.
